
Visual Communications    Mr. Evrard
Curriculum:  
This is a one semester class. You will use Photoshop and other digital tools to discover the basics of digital art and design. Our focus will 
be on the application of the elements and principles and the design process to create designs that communicate specific meanings and meet 
specific needs. Students taking this course will gain an understanding of how visual design can effect many different aspects of our culture.  
We will be completing roughly 10 activities, 9 projects, one final project, and two enrichment assignments throughout the semester. You 
will be required to complete and turn in a “photo of the week” every week. You will also be expected to maintain a portfolio by uploading 
finished images the internet (My Big Campus). You may also complete audio and/or video self-critiques that will be linked to your art, 
along with other digital assignments that relate to this class.  

Grading: 
We will be using the school’s adopted grading scale.  See the handbook for more information.
A 100%- 90% Exemplary Work with carefully attention to design, detail and craftsmanship
B 80%-   89% Above Average
C 70%-   79% Average Work
D 60%-   69% Below Average
F 59% or less Unacceptable, Incomplete, Little Effort

Quizzes/ Participation Grades:
Students will take a Vocabulary Pre-Test, Vocabulary Post-Test, and a “Pen Tool Quiz.” Students may be quizzed throughout the semester 
in a variety of forms. This could include multiple choice, short answer, matching, or may be performance based through the demonstration 
of techniques or skills discussed in class. Any quiz not taken will be recorded as a zero.  Quizzes may be made up after school or during 
SRT by scheduling a retake. It is the student’s responsibility to complete any missed work. Participation grades are taken at least once a 
week, and evaluate the students usage of time and their participation in class activities.

Activities:
Usually before any big project or assignment, students will be guided through one or more activities.  These are designed to demonstrate, 
teach, or experiment with a specific skill or technique associated with digital art.  Activities are completed in class and prepare the students 
for a larger project.  These are worth anywhere from 5 points to 25 points, and make up a significant part of the overall grade in Vis Com.  
These could also be in the form of brain storming exercises that involve sharing ideas and/or sketching ideas on paper and are required 
before beginning a project on the computer.

Projects:
After completing an activity, brainstorming session, or sketch, students will be required to apply their understanding to their own unique 
work of art.  These are designed to have students think about the concepts discussed in class and turn them into a meaningful work of art.  
These are typically worth 30 points, but some may be more if their are multiple concepts or if the project is more demanding in the eyes of 
the teacher. You will have 5 class periods to work on each project.

Photos of the Week:
Students will have a photo due at the end of each week.  These are worth 10 points each and will be graded on whether or not they meet the 
theme, their composition, and their unique interpretations. I expect each photo to be taken outside of class with a camera, not a cell phone. 
Pictures must be edited and taken specifically for the assignment or they will not be accepted. (180 points total which is HUGE!!)

Organization on the Computer:
There is a folder on the hard drive called “Vis Com”.  In that folder, there are folders for all of the projects this semester. You will save your 
work in the appropriate folder, depending on which project we are on.  You will upload your finished designs to the class My Big Campus 
page to be graded.  You should bring in a USB Drive to back up all of your work.  It is your responsibility to protect and have your work. 

Rules:  
Tardiness will be handled in accordance with the school policy.  Your third one is a detention!  You may not receive a warning after your 
second, so keep track on your own or monitor powerschool outside of class. 
Cell Phones are not permitted.  If students use their phones in class, it will be taken to the office and can be picked up by a parent after 
school.
Students get three passes that can be used for the restroom, locker, etc.  Once they are gone, they are gone.
Follow all rules on the “MacLab Rules” sheet.

Web Requirements:
Projects will not be graded until they are uploaded to the class site. This will serve as an online art portfolio.  Every finished project must 
be uploaded to the site, along with a personal critique that discusses the thought process for choosing the images, the elements and 
principles incorporated, feelings towards the final design, and the most valuable thing learned (technique, design concept, or self 
awareness).  Self-critiques could be cell phone video, iMovie, Garageband, podcasts, or any other method the student prefers. You will also 
have MBC assignments that you are required to complete.
.



Semester Outline:
This is subject to change due to a variety of factors and influences including; school delays, student achievement, or classroom dynamics.  
Use this outline as a general plan, but be prepared to make adjustments, additions, or alterations at the teachers discretion.  Students are not 
expected or encouraged to work ahead for this reason.  If a student finishes a project or activity early, he or she can use the remaining time 
to work on the Midterm (Company Designs) or the Final Project (120 photos).

Unit Themes Activities and Projects Photos of the week

1
(2 weeks)

Introduction and Syllabus Syllabus, Intro to Mac and Photoshop, New Canvas, Resize canvas, 
Enhanced image with Adjustment layers, Different sky and ground, clone 
stamp streets, Animal in new environment, liquified person, insert in famous 
photo, larger than life portrait.

1. Opposites
2. Architecture Letter

2 
(2 wks)

Photomontage  Intro to midterm project, Fotobabble with 3 pictures representing a timeline 
of photomontages, Completing on handouts, Photomontage, website 
checkpoint

3. Lonely Portrait
4. Weird Perspective

3 
(2 wks)

MacLab Poster Prezi comparing pros and cons of Mac vs PC, midterm idea and sketched 
design, Discussion at Richmond Art Museum, MacLab Poster, website 
checkpoint

5. Color Relationship
6. Panoramic View

4
(2 wks)

PenTool Three Pen Tool exercises, Pen Tool Quiz, Erly of examples of Pen Tool in 
current media (10 pics, 5 notes, 5 links, 1 video, with all photos and videos 
having comments), website checkpoint

7. Extreme Make-up
8. Self-Portrait; overact, 

dress up, use props

5 
(2 wks)

Public Service 
Announcement

Glogster about how PSA topic effects our community, Google Forms Poll, 
Word Cloud with Tagzedo or Wordle, Original PSA with a QR code that links 
to website to find more info, website checkpoint

9. Photo about Music
10.Photo that features the 

color yellow in some 
way or another

6
(2 weeks; 
but also 
completed 
through 
first 9 
weeks)

Midterm Project; 
Company Logo, T-shirt, 
and Billboard

Introduce Final Exam Photo Assignment, Fotobabble to share an existing 
logo, company design, t-shirt they like and how it can relate to their project, 
Oral discussion about field trip, Original Logo, Original T-Shirt, Original 
Billboard Design, website checkpoint

11. Under Construction; 
make a photo of 
something under 
construction

12. Illustrate technology

7 
(2 wks)

CD Design Participation with guest speaker, Discussion about photography business 
venture, Discussion about changes in technology, CD Design, , website 
checkpoint

13. The square; take a 
photo that includes 
something with a 1:1 
ratio

14. Through (or of) a door

8
(2 wks)

Magazine Ad/ Product 
Poster

Process Research Paper about famous Digital artist, Discussion on how 
culture and time effect design, Final Project Checkpoint, Finished Poster or 
Ad, website checkpoint

15. Something that looks 
old

16. Photograph that 
emphasizes the sky

9 (2 wks) Book Cover Garageband podcast with images of how their design relates to the book, 
Final Project Checkpoint, Finished Book Cover

17. Circles; Make a 
photography that 
features circles of some 
sort (inner workings of 
a watch)

18. Rule of thirds; must be 
obvious

10
(complete
d 
throughout 
second 9 
weeks)

Final Exam Project- 
Photography Final

Finished link on google site for Vis Com, Fotobabble with top 10 photos with 
explanations about why they included it in final 10, 120 photos with 10 per 
category, Final Project with 20 edited photos and 10 perfect images, Post-
test, LIAs, Final Website check, Final sound or movie clip explaining how 
taking Vis Com has helped them

none

11 (all 
semester)

Enrichment Projects These will be different every semester depending on what people ask the 
class to do, but could include; t-shirt/poster designs, art contests, special tasks

none

Extra Credit:
Extra Credit is only possible if you have turned in all of your photo assignments to-date.  There may be several opportunities for extra points throughout the 
semester, but here are a few possibilities (be sure to verify with Mr. Evrard before you begin!

1. Having any work of art accepted into an art show during the semester you are in Intro to Visual Communications.
2. More than the two required enrichment projects


