
DEPARTMENT/GRADE LEVEL: Band 9-12 
COURSE/SUBJECT TITLE:  Jazz Ensemble #4164 
TIME FRAME (WEEKS): 36 weeks  
 
OVERALL STUDENT OBJECTIVES FOR THE UNIT:  
 
Students taking this course develop musicianship and specific performance skills through group and individual settings for the study and performance 
of the varied styles of instrumental jazz. The instruction includes the study of the history, formative, and stylistic elements of jazz. Students develop 
their creative skills through: (1) improvisation, (2) performing, (3) listening, and (4) analyzing. Instruction is designed so that students are enabled to 
connect, examine, imagine, define, try, extend, refine, and integrate music study into other subject areas. 
 
Students are provided with opportunities to experience live performances by professionals during and outside of the school day. A limited amount of 
time outside of the school day may be scheduled for dress rehearsals and performances. In addition, a limited number of public performances may 
serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and music goals. Students must participate in performance opportunities, outside of the school day, that 
support and extend the learning in the classroom. Student participants must also be receiving instruction in another band or music class offering, at 
the discretion of the director. 
 
 
 
ACADEMIC 
STANDARDS 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

PROFICIENCY 
INDICATORS 

ACTIVITIES VOCABULARY ASSESSMENT RESOURCES 

Standard 1- 
Singing alone and 
with others 
 

 Ongoing 
(Improvisatio
n  lessons) 

 H.1.2 Sing songs or 
song excerpts in a 
style appropriate to 
each. 

 

1. Takadimi method 
 
(Examples may 
include: Sing rhythmic 
examples.) 

Accent 
Allegro 
Andante 
Articulation 
Crescendo 
Decrescendo 
Diminuendo 
Dynamic Change 
Dynamic Level 
Expressive Device 
Forte (f) 
Legato 
Marcato 
Measure 
Music Staff 
Notation 
Note symbols 
(quarter note, half 
note, etc.) 
Phrasing 
Piano (p) 
Rest Symbols 

Performance   Sound Connections 
(D. Ester) 

 Jazz Method Book 
 Selected Band 

Literature 
 Technology 

(Smartmusic) 



(quarter rest, half 
rest, etc.) 
Staccato 
Syncopation 
Tempo Marking 
Tenuto 
Tie 
 

Standard 2- 
Playing an 
instrument alone and 
with others 
 

 Ongoing 
 
 
 
• Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
• Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 

 H.2.1 Echo 
melodic, rhythmic 
or harmonic 
patterns. 

 H.2.2 Play a 
rhythmic or 
melodic 
instrument, 
maintaining tempo, 
balancing the 
sound with the rest 
of the ensemble, 
and following the 
conductor. 

 H.2.3 Perform on 
an instrument with 
appropriate 
posture, playing 
positions, and 
control of breath, 
bow, stick, or 
fingers. 

 H.2.4 Play 
accurately and in 
tune while 
maintaining a 
steady tempo and 
following the 
director. 

 H.2.5 Maintain an 
independent 
instrumental part 
while others play 
different parts. 

 H.2.6 Play 
expressively, 
incorporating 
appropriate 

1. Direct Instruction  
2. Concept Teaching  
3. Drill and 

Repetition 
4. Demonstration 
5. Self-expression 
6. Cooperative 

Learning 
7. Group Project 
8. Competition 
 
(Examples may 
include: Public 
performance of selected 
music.) 
 

Arrangement 
Bass Clef 
Coda 
Conductor 
Contour 
Cue 
Duet 
Echo 
Flat 
Harmony 
Instrument 
Key Signature 
Melody 
Musical Phrase 
Musical Piece 
Musician 
Natural 
Pitch 
Posture 
Quartet 
Register 
Repeat 
Ritard 
Sharp 
Timbre 
Treble Clef 
Trio 
 

Performance   Jazz Method Book 
 Selected Band 

Literature 
 Chalkboard 
 Scale/Chord Sheet 
 Technology 

(Smartmusic) 



 
 
 
 
 

contrasts of 
dynamics, 
phrasing, and 
articulations in the 
style of the music 
being performed. 

Standard 3- 
Reading, notating, 
and interpreting 
music 
 

 Unit 
selections 
“first-read” 

 
 
• Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
• Unit 

completion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Unit 

selections 
“first-read” 

 
 
 
 
• Theory 

activities 
 
 
 
• Chord 

analysis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 H.3.1 Name and 
explain the 
meaning of 
symbols found on a 
musical score. 

 H.3.2 Demonstrate 
the correct use of 
musical 
terminology when 
discussing music. 

 H.3.3 Accurately 
perform a musical 
score by observing 
all symbols 
pertaining to pitch, 
rhythm, dynamics, 
tempo, articulation, 
and expressive 
details. 

 H.3.4 Read and 
perform musical 
excerpts never 
before seen, in the 
necessary clefs, in 
major and minor 
keys. 

 H.3.5 Notate 
rhythms and 
melodies in simple 
and compound 
meters. 

 9-12.RT.3 Follow 
precisely a 
complex multistep 
procedure when 
performing 
technical music 
tasks, attending to 
special cases or 
exceptions defined 

1. Direct Instruction  
2. Concept Teaching  
3. Drill and 

Repetition 
4. Demonstration 
5. Self-expression 
6. Cooperative 

Learning 
7. Group Project 
8. Competition 
9. Technology 
 
(Examples may 
include: Public 
performance of selected 
music Vocabulary 
worksheets.) 
 

Accelerando 
Alla Breve 
Dotted Note (Rest) 
Duple Meter 
Eighth Note (Rest) 
Half Note (Rest) 
Meter Change 
Meter Signature 
Point of Climax 
Quarter Note (Rest) 
Release 
Rubato 
Scale 
Sightread 
Sixteenth Note 
(Rest) 
Time Signature 
Triple Meter 
Whole Note (Rest) 

Performance  
Paper/Pencil Quiz 

 Jazz Method Book 
 Selected Band 

Literature 
 Manuscript Paper 
 Software/Computer 
 Chalkboard 
 Technology 

(Smartmusic) 



• Chord 
analysis, 
ongoing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

in the text. 
 9-12.RT.4 

Determine the 
meaning of 
symbols, key 
terms, and other 
domain-specific 
words and phrases 
as they are used in 
a specific technical 
music context 
relevant to grades 
9-12 texts and 
topics. 

Standard 4- 
Improvising melodies 
and accompaniments 
 

 Improvisation 
lessons 
(ongoing) 

 
 
• Improvisation 

lessons 
(ongoing) 

 
 
 
 
• Improvisation 

lessons 
(ongoing) 

 H.4.1 Create a 
melody that is 
compatible with a 
given chord 
progression. 

 H.4.3 Embellish a 
melody by means 
of adding notes or 
by varying a 
portion of the 
rhythmic structure 
of the melody. 

 H.4.4 Upon hearing 
a series of chords 
being played, 
invent a melody 
that will match the 
chords and the style 
in which they are 
being played. 

1. Concept Teaching 
2. Self-Expression 
3. Cooperative 

Learning 
4. Independent Study 
5. Technology 
 
(Examples may 
include:  Improvising a 
solo within given chord 
changes.) 
 

Blue Notes 
Blues Progression 
Blues Scale 
Changes 
Chord Extensions 
Chord Progression 
Chorus 
Common Tones 
Dorian 
Embellishment 
Harmonic Accom-
paniment 
Improvisation 
Lick 
Lydian 
Melodic Embel-
lishment 
Melodic Soloing 
Mixolydian 
Mode 
Non-Harmonic 
Tone 
Pentatonic 
Pentatonic Melody 
Progression 
Ragging 
Rhythmic Ostinato 
Rhythmic Variation 
Scalar Melody 
 

Performance  
Paper/Pencil Quiz 

 Accent on Jazz Theory 
 Selected Band 

Literature 
 Manuscript Paper 
 Electronic Equipment 

(sequencer, drum pad, 
etc.) 

 Technology 
(Smartmusic, Band in 
a Box) 

Standard 5- 
Composing and 

 3rd 9-weeks 
 

 H.5.1 Create short 
musical works, 

1. Concept Teaching 
2. Self-Expression 

Compose 
Composer 

Paper/Pencil Quiz  Accent on Jazz Theory 
 Manuscript Paper 



arranging music 
within specified 
guidelines 
 

 
 
 
 
• 4th 9-weeks 

(arranging 
lesson) 

with assistance by 
the instructor as 
needed, to convey 
an original idea. 

 H.5.2 Arrange a 
piece of music or a 
song in a different 
manner than 
originally written. 

 
 

3. Cooperative 
Learning 

4. Independent Study 
5. Technology 
 
(Examples may 
include:  Compose a 
solo within a given 
chord progression.) 

Composition 
Compositional 
Device 
Compositional 
Technique 
Instrumental Score 
Instrumentation 
Pitch Notation 
Voice Leading 
 

 Software/Computer 

Standard 6- 
Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music 
 

 Ongoing 
(unit 
selections) 

 
 
 
 
• Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
• 3rd 9-weeks 

(Essentially 
Ellington 
unit) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 3rd 9-weeks 
 
 
 

 H.6.1 Identify 
musical forms such 
as AB, ABA, 
rondo, fugue, or 
theme and 
variations when 
heard. 

 H.6.2 Use the 
correct terms when 
describing events, 
musical devices, or 
instruments used 
within an example 
from a musical 
work. 

 H.6.3 Compare and 
contrast music of 
different styles, 
genres, and time-
periods. 

 H.6.8 Compare two 
performances of a 
piece being learned 
and discuss 
differences in 
choices of tempo, 
dynamic variety, 
balance of 
instruments, and 
uses of expressive 
features. 

 H.6.9 Describe the 
musical and 
compositional 
features of a piece 

1. Listening Maps 
2. Direct Instruction 
3. Concept Teaching 
4. Class Discussion 
5. Technology 
 
(Examples may 
include:  Students 
identify form of 
selected literature. Talk 
about the changes in 
dynamics, tempo, and 
instrumentation. Read 
and discuss historical 
information about 
composers’ works. 
Write quickstart 
instructions for posture 
and tone production on 
specific instruments. 
Reaction paper to 
cultural event 
attendance.) 

Augmentation 
Cadence 
Chord 
Consonance 
Counterpoint 
Diatonic 
Dissonance 
Dominant Function 
Dominant 7th Chord 
Dominant 9th Chord 
Form 
Groove 
Inversion 
Interval 
Lullaby 
Major Key 
Major 6/9 Chord 
Major 7th Chord 
Major 9th Chord 
Major Triad 
March 
Melodic Line 
Melodic Ostinato 
Melodic Phrase 
Minor Key 
Minor Triad 
Ostinato 
Pentatonic Tonality 
Refrain 
Retrograde 
Rhythmic Phrase 
Root 
Sonata 
Subdominant 
Suite 

Paper/Pencil Quiz 
Informal Assessment 

 Accent on Jazz Theory 
 Selected Band 

Literature 
 A/V equipment 
 Chalkboard 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 4th 9-weeks 

(Analysis 
Paper) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
• 4th 9-weeks 

(Analysis 
Paper) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 4th 9-weeks 

(Analysis 
Paper) 

being studied, 
including its 
orchestration, use 
of various 
instruments for 
effect, and use of 
melodic, rhythmic, 
and harmonic 
elements within the 
work. 

 9-12.RT.1 Cite 
specific textual 
evidence to support 
analysis of 
technical music 
texts, attending to 
the precise details 
of explanations or 
descriptions. 

 9-12.RT.2 
Determine the 
central ideas or 
conclusions of a 
text, piece of 
music, or song 
lyrics; trace the 
text’s explanation 
or depiction of a 
complex process, 
phenomenon, or 
concept; provide an 
accurate summary 
of the text. 

 9-12.RT.10 By the 
end of grade 12, 
read and 
comprehend 
technical music 
texts in the grades 
9-10 text 
complexity band 
independently and 
proficiently. 

 9-12.WT.9 Draw 
evidence from 
informational texts 

Tension and Release 
Texture 
Tonality 
Tonic 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

to support analysis, 
reflection, and 
research. 

Standard 7- 
Understanding 
relationships between 
music, the other arts, 
and disciplines 
outside the arts 
 

   H.7.1 Compare and 
contrast the 
processes of 
analysis, inquiry, 
and creativity used 
in the arts to their 
use in other subject 
areas such as 
mathematics, 
literature, and the 
physical or social 
sciences. 

 H.7.2 Compare and 
contrast artistic 
processes and 
principles as they 
are used within two 
or more fine arts 
areas. 

 9-12.RT.5Analyze 
the structure of the 
relationships 
among concepts in 
a text, including 
relationships 
among key terms 
(eg. force, friction, 
reaction force, 
energy). 
 

1. Direct Instruction 
2. Class Discussion 
3. Concept Teaching 
4. Technology 
 
(Examples may 
include: As part of a 
study of the artistic 
process, interview a 
dancer, artist, 
professional musician 
and actor or actress. 
Obtain their opinions 
about issues such as 
what constitutes artistry 
in their area and the 
keys to mastery of their 
art form.) 

MIDI 
Sequencer 
Synthesizer 

Informal Assessment  Accent on Jazz Theory 
 Selected Band 

Literature 
 Video lessons 

Standard 8- 
Understanding music 
in relation to history 
and culture 
 

   H.8.1 Upon hearing 
works that have 
been studied, name 
the genre (such as 
‘opera’), style, 
(such as Classical 
or Jazz) and 
historical 
background (period 
in history, country, 
and culture) for 
each, including the 
composer. 

1. Direct Instruction 
2. Class Discussion 
3. Technology 
 
(Examples may 
include: Given a list of 
known works, select 
from among them plan 
a musical program 
suitable for an 
upcoming occasion 
such as a wedding or an 
award ceremony. 

Art Song 
Bebop 
Blues 
Broadway 
Cantata 
Classical  
Dixieland 
Folk 
Gospel 
Hymn 
Jazz 
Madrigal 
Musical 

Informal Assessment 
Paper/Pencil Quiz 

 Accent on Jazz Theory 
 Selected Band 

Literature 
 Internet/computer 



 H.8.2 Describe the 
origins and 
development of 
American genres 
such as jazz, the 
Broadway musical, 
and rock music, 
including well-
known composers 
and performers 
within each genre. 

 H.8.3 Describe 
musical 
characteristics that 
make certain works 
suitable for specific 
situations. 

 H.8.4 Document 
times and places 
within a recent time 
period where you 
have heard music, 
and write down the 
function the music 
was serving, the 
type of 
performance and 
performance 
medium, and 
personal reactions 
to each. 

 9-12.WT.4 Produce 
clear and coherent 
writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and 
style are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and 
audience. 

Explain your choices 
using musical 
terminology and 
examples. Write 
program notes for 
concert performances.) 
 
 

Opera 
Oratorio 
Patriotic 
Pop 
Rock 
Standards 
Swing 
Symphony 
Work Song 
 

Standard 9- 
Evaluating and 
critiquing music and 
music performances 
 

   H.9.1 Name 
specific criteria to 
be used in 
evaluating the 
quality of a musical 
work or 

1. Student 
Assessment Survey 
and Rubric 

2. Class Discussion 
3. Competition  
4. Technology 

Adjudicator 
Criteria 
Critic 

Performance   Accent on Jazz Theory 
 Selected Band 

Literature 
 Regional festival or 

contest (ex.  ISSMA, 
IMEA, or Essentially 



performance. 
 H.9.2 Write or 

present a critique of 
a performance, 
composition, 
improvisation, or 
arrangement. 

 H.9.3 Take part in 
a class discussion 
of appropriate 
concert behavior, 
attend a concert, 
and evaluate your 
own behavior as 
well as that of the 
audience. 

 
(Examples may 
include: Using the 
rubric your class has 
developed, write an 
evaluation of a 
performance.) 

Ellington program) 
 A/V recording 
 Technology 

(Smartmusic) 

 


